PATIENCE IN SUFFERING

James 5:1-20

Key Verse: 5:7
1. What three kinds of wealth do the rich have? (2-3) What does James say these people have to look forward to? (1) 

2. What are the abuses the rich committed? (4-6) Can you think of an example where you’ve lived in self-indulgence? Condemned innocent men? Hoarded wealth? What should be Christian’s attitude toward injustices in the world?

3. Why does James compare Christians to farmers? (7) What can the farmer do while waiting for spring rains, autumn and the crop? What should we guard against as we wait for the Lord’s coming? (8-9)

4. What do you know about Job and his suffering? (10-11; Job 1:1-2:13; 42:1-17) What other persons come to mind as an example of patience and perseverance? How seriously do you take sincerity and follow-through in your commitments? (12)
5. What should we do when in trouble or in happiness? (13) When we are sick? (14) Think about why prayer, especially united prayer, is so essential to the life of the church (14-16). Why are confession and prayer with each other a powerful part of repentance and healing? 
6. Think about Elijah’s powerful prayer? (17-18) Why did Elijah pray for no rain first, and then pray for rain three and a half years later? What should be our foremost prayer topic? What can you learn about God’s greatest concern? (19-20)
