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I AM READY TO DIE FOR THE NAME OF THE LORD
Acts 21:1-39 
Key Verse: 13

“Then Paul answered, ‘Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’”
Last week we learned Paul’s farewell message to the Ephesian elders. He told them that he was going to Jerusalem, compelled by the Holy Spirit, not knowing what would happen to him in Jerusalem. He then charged the elders to be shepherds of the church of God. Today’s passage describes Paul’s journey to Jerusalem and his violent arrest. The stories of his journey and arrest are so extraordinary, emotional, and daring. And these stories reveal Paul’s life focus and genuine heart desire. Let’s follow Paul’s journey to Jerusalem.
First, Paul’s journey to Jerusalem (1-16). After giving his farewell message to the Ephesian elders in Miletus, Paul and his journey team started their journey to Jerusalem by ship. They transferred to a cargo ship at Patara that sailed through Phoenicia and Cyprus, and finally landed at Tyre (2-3). Because the ship was to unload its cargo at Tyre, Paul and his team visited the disciples there and stayed with them for seven days (4). These believers in Tyre were not Paul’s disciples, but he had a genuine Christian fellowship with them. The disciples at Tyre also admired, loved and cared for Paul and his companions. Through the Holy Spirit, they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. But since Paul was compelled by the Holy Spirit to go to Jerusalem, he didn’t stop there. When it was the time to leave, all the disciples and their wives and children accompanied Paul out of the city, and there on the beach they all knelt down to pray (5). What a beautiful farewell prayer meeting on the beach it was. 
The ship continued voyage to Ptolemais and then to Caesarea. At Caesarea, Paul and his associates were warmly welcomed by Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven deacons in the early church at Jerusalem. At the time when the Jerusalem church was persecuted and scattered after the martyrdom of Stephen, Philip went to Samaria and proclaimed the gospel message powerfully to Samaritans and later to an Ethiopian eunuch on the desert road (Ch. 8). God blessed Philip and his family. His four unmarried daughters prophesied—in our term, taught the Bible, while other girls were interested in clothes, shopping and boys. Philip’s house church must have been full of spirit, joy, love, praise, and the words of God, and it must have been like an oasis in the wilderness to the gentiles in Caesarea. It was also a good place for Paul to prepare for his entry to Jerusalem through prayers and spiritual fellowships. 
While Paul stayed in Philip’s house, a prophet names Agabus came down from Judea. Do you remember him? In chapter 11, Agabus visited Antioch and predicted a severe famine in the entire Roman world and it indeed happened. That was why Paul and Barnabas collected gifts from the Gentile churches and delivered them to the Jerusalem church (11:27-30). The same prophet Agabus this time took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and prophesied, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’” Probably Prophet Agabus intended to help Paul to get ready for impending trials in Jerusalem one last time. But people around Paul were cut to the heart by Agabus’ graphic act of prophecy. Look at verse 12. “When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem.” This time, not only believers in Caesarea, but also Paul’s journey team members, including Luke, Timothy and the representatives of the Gentile churches pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. This scene reminds us of a serious dialogue between Jesus and his disciples at Caesarea Philippi after Peter made the confession of faith to Jesus. Jesus told the disciples that he would go to Jerusalem and suffer and die there. Then Peter rebuked Jesus, saying, “Never, Lord! This shall never happen to you!” Jesus replied, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns” (Mt 16:21-23). Similarly, even Paul’s journey team coworkers pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem.
What was Paul’s response? Look at verse 13. “Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” Seeing their tears and hearing their plea, Paul’s heart was broken. No doubt, Paul knew their love and concern for him. He knew that his co-workers were not godless people but the committed followers of Jesus. They were pleading with him inspired by the Holy Spirit. Moreover, in his previous missionary journeys, Paul himself had fled from a few cities because of the severe persecution or the plot to kill him. Both Paul and his associates were stirred by the Holy Spirit. But their directions were quite opposite. Paul kept on going up to Jerusalem. But his coworkers kept on urging Paul not to go to Jerusalem. One person verses many people. We are baffled here. So, he could have given up his journey to Jerusalem there. But this time, Paul was compelled by the Holy Spirit to go up to Jerusalem where prison and hardships awaited him. He knew that the Holy Spirit was leading him to Jerusalem even though he would be bound and handed over to the Gentiles. So he was not dissuaded by the tearful pleadings of his mission coworkers and other Christians. He was rather resolute and said, “I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” These words silenced the pleading and weeping people. They must have recognized that Paul was going to Jerusalem for the name of the Lord and for doing the will of God. So they finally said, “The Lord’s will be done” (14). In the end they were persuaded to submit to God’s will. From the perspective of God’s world salvation history, the Lord’s will for Paul here was to go to Jerusalem, first, to make unity between the Gentile churches and the mother church in Jerusalem, second, to give the gospel message to his fellow Israelites at Jerusalem, and third, to bring the gospel to the city of Rome and the whole world through Paul. 
But not knowing the Lord’s grandiose plan and will, Paul’s coworkers and the fellow believers pleaded with Paul not to go to Jerusalem. In other words, they were the stumbling block to the Lord and his will. Perhaps, they thought that the Lord’s will would always pave the way for safety, comfort, ease, or prosperity, not difficulties, trials, or tragedies. They thought that following the Lord’s will was the following the rosy path. But the Lord’s will sometimes involves the sacrifice of our own will, hardships and trials. In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus fervently prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done” (Mt 22:42). In obedience to the will of God, Jesus went to Jerusalem, suffered at the hands of sinners and died on the cross. Jesus took the suffering and fulfilled the will of God. In the same way, Paul committed himself to the will of God and was ready to die for Jesus’ name. 

Christians are those who follow and do the will of God, renouncing our own will and desire. But in times of doing God’s will, many Christians are not willing to relinquish their own will and desire, and so they fail to do God’s will. Particularly, when God’s will involves hardships and difficulties, they just discard it and try to save their own skin like Paul’s companions in today’s passage. Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it” (Mt 16:24-25). What is God’s will for you and for me and for our church? The Holy Spirit will show us his will through the words of God and through various events. But knowing the Lord’s will for us is one thing, and doing his will is quite another. To do the will of God, we need to deny our own will and to be willing to take up our own cross and follow Jesus. Paul was not a superhero. He was a human just like you and me. He had a desire to save his own life and to take ease and comfort. But his love for Jesus and commitment to him compelled him to deny himself and take up his own cross and follow Jesus. May we be willing and ready to sacrifice our own lives and carry the will of God.
Second, Paul’s arrest in Jerusalem (15-39). Paul and his companions arrived at Jerusalem and received a warm welcome. Then the next day Paul met James and all the elders of the church and reported his Gentile ministry and presented the gift they had brought for the poor brothers in Jerusalem. Hearing Paul’s mission report, the church praised God. Then they addressed the issue that was circulating among the Jewish Christians. They said to Paul in verses 20b-21, “You see, brother, how many thousands of Jews have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law. They have been informed that you teach all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn away from Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or live according to our customs.” Here, the good news was that thousands of Jews had believed the gospel. Yet, these Jewish believers still followed the Law of Moses diligently. And they had suspicion about Paul and his Gentile ministry. But it was the fact that Paul preached the gospel and salvation by faith and by grace only. And for all the other things, he was tolerant and open. 
The elders advised Paul to take a purification ceremony along with four men who had made a Nazarite vow to show his respect for the Jewish law. The purification ceremony included five offerings—sin offering, burnt offering, fellowship offering, grain offering, and drink offering. Then on the seventh day, they would shave their hairs and burn them as a symbol of purification and rededication to God. Paul followed their advice and purified himself, paying the expenses for the four men. In this way, Paul took the ceremony to remove suspicion from the Jewish believers’ hearts so that the ministry to the Jews may not be hindered. Paul was a man balanced in principle and flexibility. He was firm in principle but humble and free in nonessentials. 
We can see Paul’s view even more clearly in 1 Corinthians 9:19-20, “Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.” Like Paul, we are free, but we are willing to make ourselves a slave to others to win their souls. M. Sarah Barry came to Korea right after the Korean war. In order to save Korean souls, she left her comfortable missionary compound and lived among poor Koreans with Korean food and clothes. She didn’t have to do such things, but she made herself a slave to Koreans. Through her sacrifice, she won many Korean souls. Christ freed us from the slavery of sin. Now we are willing slaves in Christ to students to win them. We can give some of our time to serve Christ and his flock as servants (slaves) of Christ. 
Look at verses 27-28. “When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, shouting, ‘Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy place.’” These worshippers became angry mobs. They seized Paul and falsely accused that he had brought gentiles into the temple and defiled the holy place. Their accusation was based on their false assumptions about Paul. They saw Paul being with Trophimus, an Ephesian in Jerusalem and assumed that he brought Trophimus into the temple.
Soon the whole city was in an uproar. They dragged Paul from the temple and began to beat him. They tried to kill him. But God intervened in the situation and rescued him through the Roman army. The commander arrested Paul and bound him with two chains. Outwardly the commander arrested and bound Paul, in reality God rescued him from the mob through the shields of the Roman army. The army escorted him into the barracks. 
As Agabus prophesied, Paul was bound and handed over to the Gentiles. Paul must have been convinced that God was in control and the Holy Spirit was leading him behind the scene, even though he was bloody and the angry mob was screaming. He knew that he became a prisoner of Christ to do God’s will. While walking into the barracks, Paul said to the commander, “Please let me speak to the people” (39). It was because he thought that it was the opportune time to preach the gospel of Jesus to the fellow Jews. We will listen to his testimonial message next week. 
Today, we learned that Paul was ready to be bound and to die in Jerusalem to do the will of God. Suffering and death could not rob his heart desire to do the will of God to spread the gospel. In the Lord’s prayer, Jesus asked us to pray for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. Sinners are going against God’s will and break God’s heart. Let us not ignore the compelling urge of the Holy Spirit to do the Lord’s will but be willing to partake of Christ’s sufferings while doing the will of God. 
