PETER, KILL AND EAT
Acts 9:32-10:48 

Key Verses: 10:13
“Then a voice told him, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’”
Today’s passage describes one of the most significant events in the entire New Testament because gentile believers are accepted to come into faith and Christian community. In today’s passage, the command, “Peter, kill and eat” is not about God’s dietary instruction but about his salvation work to be extended to the Gentiles. In chapter 9, God called Saul as his chosen instrument to proclaim Jesus’ name to the Gentiles. And after Saul’s conversion, the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed the time of peace and increased in numbers by the encouragement of the Holy Spirit. So instead of enjoying the church’s growth and peace, Peter traveled small cities in Judea in order to encourage and serve the Lord’s people. He visited Lydda and Joppa and served the work of God by healing the sick and preaching the word. Through his mission journey, many people turned to the Lord. Then in chapter 10, the Lord visits two men, Peter, the top apostle, a thorough Jew, and Cornelius, a Roman centurion and a Gentile. These two men were not acquainted ever before but the Lord orchestrated their meeting and fellowship in the Lord. Let’s think about the meaning of this incident. 

Let’s look at 10:1-2. “At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly.” Cornelius was a Roman centurion, a commander of 100 soldiers, in the Italian Regiment stationed at Caesarea. He was a tough and brave Roman soldier. But unlike merciless soldiers, he and his family were God-fearing. He helped people in need and prayed to God faithfully. He was a truth-seeker before God and a blessing to people around him. Yet he needed to know Jesus and his gospel. 
One day, he has a vision. An angel came to him and said, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.” God heard Cornelius’ prayers and gifts to the poor as a memorial offering to God. A memorial offering is an offering that God considers as a pleasing aroma because it is the offering devoted to God only. This reminds us of Revelation 5:8 that the prayers of God’s people are symbolized as golden bowls of incense held by twenty-four elders before the throne of God. God hears his people’s prayers. Our prayers are coming up to God as a memorable offering before God. God blesses praying people. He works with praying people. May God help us to pray until we see a vision of God and until we see God’s work through our prayers.  God also sees our deeds—our sacrifice, our help and our gifts for others and accepts them as a memorial offering to him. Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” May we live as God’s people by doing good in the sight of the living God. When we pray faithfully and live a sacrificial life before God, God blesses us in his time as he did to Cornelius. God told him to send men to Joppa and to invite Peter. I can you imagine Cornelius’ utmost joy after hearing from God. Immediately, Cornelius sent three men to Joppa. Joppa was located about 30 miles south of Caesarea, a distance of over a day’s journey.
About noon the following day, as Cornelius’ men were approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray (9). He was hungry. He wanted something to eat. While praying, he saw God’s vision that heaven was opened and something like a large sheet was being let down to earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air (10-12). There were camels, pigs, rats, dogs, skunks, lizards, chameleons, snakes, frogs, eagles, vultures, ostriches, ravens, owls, bats, etc. 
Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat. Can you think of eating skunks or lizards or bats? Even thinking of it makes our stomach upset. Peter had grown up under strict regulations on what is kosher and what is not kosher. To him, it was unimaginable to eat these unclean creatures. So he replied even to God, “Surely not, Lord! I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean” (14-15). 
Peter was a thorough Jew with the dietary law and tradition. in fact, nobody could blame Peter here because God gave the Jews the dietary law to help them keep away from unhealthy food and to become holy as God is holy. Like other fellow Jews, Peter thought that the Gentiles were like impure and unclean animals, reptiles or birds. Jews virtually isolated themselves from social contact with the Gentiles, and openly called them “Gentile dogs.” In case of buying something from a Gentile merchant, a good Jew would wash that item before he ever used it in their pool, called ‘Mikveh.” This looks totally senseless to us, but Jews were serious. Their pride and repugnance of the Gentiles were products of their ignorance of God’s universal love and his hope for them. At the end of the day, Jewish prejudice and traditions became like an unbreakable shell to contain God’s blessing only for themselves not for all people in the world. They thought that God would never bless the unclean and impure gentiles.
God said to Peter, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” God did not abolish his own law concerning the uncleanness of the creatures shown. But God was saying, “I have made them clean.” How? Through the New Covenant through Jesus’ blood. So the unclean and unacceptable ones under the Old Covenant are made clean and acceptable under the New Covenant through Jesus’ death on the cross. Through the cleansing of sin by Jesus’ blood, God is raising a new Israel among all peoples of the world, both Jews and the Gentiles. 

But for Peter, breaking his Judaism and tradition was absolute no-no, “Surely not, Lord!” Peter’s response shows how hard it is for us to change our prejudices, traditions and habits. Peter’s stomach was too weak to digest all kinds of reptiles and animals wiggling on the sheet. He needed to train his stomach until he could eat deliciously any of them. In other words, he had to change his outlook on the Gentiles through God’s universal love so that he could accept any kind of people. God was persistent. He repeated the same vision three times until Peter accepted. 
What does God’s command, “Kill and eat,” mean to us? There are porcupine-like people ready to defend themselves by shooting their quills to others. There are cat-like people, taking love for granted but remembering only bad things. There are chipmunk-like people, noisy, and argumentative. There are lizard-like people, very sneaky, but quick in opportunity. There are all kinds of people. We don’t like certain people. We sometimes feel tired and sick and suffer loss while serving such people. But God loves them as he loves us. God has hope for them as he has for us. We feel like to say, “Surely not, Lord! for that person.” But Jesus’ blood has power to cleanse any sinner and make him a new creation. The Lord says, “Get up, Paul. Kill and eat.” We must get up from our emotions, likings and prejudices, and accept people as they are. We must meditate on God’s love until we can serve any person with the hope of God. 
While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, Cornelius’ men arrived at the door of Simon’s house. Then the Spirit said to Peter, “Simon, three men are looking for you. So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them.” Peter went down and in obedience to God’s command, invited the men into the house to be his guests. Peter invited the Gentiles into the house to be his guests, which was unlawful to the Jews. Peter’s obedience to the Holy Spirit opened a new era in his life as well as in the history of the church. The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went along. The following day he arrived in Caesarea (23b-24a). Jews and Gentiles slept together, ate together, and traveled together. Jews and Romans became friends in the Lord. What a beautiful scene it was! 
In Caesarea, Cornelius was expecting Peter and had called together his relatives and close friends. Cornelius knew that Jews would never come to the Gentiles and have fellowship in a gentile’s house. But he believed in God’s words that Peter would come. So he even invited his relatives and friends. He neither knew what Peter would say to them, but he expected something wonderful from God through Peter. What a man of faith he was! 
Peter entered the house, and the first International Bible Conference began. Peter first shared his testimony of how God helped him overcome his Jewish prejudice so that he could come without objection. Cornelius then said in verse 33, “Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” The invited people were all prepared to receive the word of God and were ready for spiritual harvest. 
Look at verses 34-35. Peter said, “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right” To show favoritism is to give preference to one person over others. But God’s work in Cornelius reveals that there is no favoritism in God. This realization of Peter was a great turning point in church history because the door of the gospel was open to the Gentile world, and the Gentiles could enter the church without circumcision. Until this time, although Peter received the Lord’s world mission command to be his witness to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8), he had not crossed the line over to the Gentiles. Peter was confined in his Judaic world view and traditions that prevented him from participating in the heart of God for all people in the world. But God does not show favoritism, but accept anyone who fears him. So in obedience, Peter accepted God’s word and God’s view letting go of his bigoted old-wineskin like prejudice and favoritism.
Do we have favoritism? Yes, we do. I favor classical music rather than rap music or other pop songs. So at work, sometimes, I wrestle with other colleagues to tune in my favorite classical radio station. Years ago, I saw a Bible teacher who favored white Canadian students as his Bible students. But God does not show favoritism. He accepts everyone whether Jews or Gentiles, rich or poor, learned or illiterate, strong or weak. May God enlarge our heart so that God can send all different kinds of people to our church.
Peter then testified about Jesus’ messianic ministry in Galilee and Judea, his death and resurrection in details and finally his command to his apostles to testify that Jesus is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and dead, and that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name. (42-43).
In the moment Peter was doing the unthinkable—proclaiming the gospel to Gentiles, something even more unimaginable happened. The Holy Spirit came on those Gentile believers in the Gentile house. The international conference was blessed by the Holy Spirit and Peter concluded it by baptizing Cornelius and his people. 

Jesus made Peter and Cornelius one apart from the law. Praise God who sanctifies all men through faith in Jesus’ blood. May we accept his universal love and accept all men. May we preach the good news of peace through Jesus Christ to all people. 
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